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Teaching notes

How to use this resource

This resource, Laptop wrap: Putting the comma in its place, is designed to support the Digital Education Revolution – NSW (DER-NSW) program. The resources and tasks are aimed at supporting student use of the DER-NSW laptops in both online and offline classroom environments.

If you have difficulty viewing this resource on the DER-NSW laptop screens you can switch your web browser to full screen mode. With your web browser open, press F11 to switch between normal and full screen mode.

For more detailed support on how to use the DER-NSW laptop software referred to in this resource please visit the TaLe Tools+ site. If you have a Department of Education and Training portal identity go to www.tale.edu.au > log in to the Secondary section > Tools+ is a link in the top right of the page. If not, visit the Parents & community section of TaLe and choose the quick link to DER-NSW laptop resources on the right side of the page.
This resource is part of a series on punctuation designed to support students in Stage 4 and Stage 5 English. Together these resources can help students to prepare for their NAPLAN literacy tests.

Explore
Students can see how to use commas in a section from the short story, The Necklace. They can test their skill at inserting commas in an interactive activity. 
Your tasks
Students can click on either the icons or the hyperlinked text to view each task in a pop-up window.
Task 1 – in a Captivate interactive quiz, students insert missing commas into sentences and submit their work to see if it is correct.
Task 2 – Students do a collaborative quiz task with a classmate. They create some sentences with missing commas and ask their classmate to insert commas in the correct location.
Note: more advanced students could build their comma quiz in Adobe Captivate or Microsoft PowerPoint with Adobe Presenter. 
Task 3 – In a Captivate tutorial, students learn about splice commas and learn how to correct sentences joined by splice commas.
Task 4 – In a Captivate interactive quiz, students correct sentences by replacing splice commas with correct punctuation. Please note: in this exercise they can only use punctuation to correct the sentences, not conjunctions, as there are too many possible right answers using conjunctions.

Teaching resources
· The Grammar Girl website has more information about splice commas.
· The North Coast Institute of TAFE’s Learning Centre  has more information and exercises on the comma.
· This grammar website has information and punctuation quizzes for students to do.
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