
Worlds beyond
Introduction

Welcome to Worlds beyond.
In this resource you will explore the underlying ideas about future societies and technology. Students also examine how texts represent the views of the future and the impact of technology on individuals and society.
 
In the resource you will examine, analyse and reflect on the ways the concept of 'Worlds beyond' is represented and expressed in texts.
In your responses and compositions you will consider how the concept of 'Worlds united' is represented in the provided texts and texts of your own choosing. 

 

Texts

To help you explore the concept you will be studying a variety of texts.

Text 1: The Learning Federation: The futurist: 
Text 2: Speech: Dr Anne Summers 
Text 3: Newspaper story: It never rains in Second Life.
Related text folio (RTF)
In addition, you will collect, analyse and write about texts related to the area of study concept. 

The texts from your Related text folio will be used in a range of activities and assessment tasks. 

Read the information about the related texts folio in this resource.

A suggested related text list for 'Worlds beyond' will help you search for relevant additional texts for your folio. You will also collect additional texts in a related text folio that represents the concept and your understanding. 
You will be required to link the texts you have collected to the concept and other texts.

	
rtf icon
	Suggested related texts list (.doc 25 kB)


Tasks

Task 1: Research assignment

Word document (.doc 49 kB) PDF document (.pdf 59 kB)
 

Task 2: Composing

Word document (.doc 74 kB) PDF document (.pdf 77 kB)
 
Outcomes and learning statements

Read the Outcomes and learning statements for the resource. 
Quality teaching statements

Read the Quality teaching statements for the resource.

Glossary

A glossary of terms used in the resources.
 
Concept

Exploring the concept: Worlds beyond
Concept statement
	'Worlds beyond' focuses on the constructed nature of our future. It examines how texts construct and represent the views of the future and the impact of technology.


In the study of 'Worlds beyond' you explore and draw conclusions about how language constructs out view of the future in a number of contexts.

The texts provided in this resource and the additional texts analyse the different perspectives and ideas about the future. You will take into account the influences of the composer's choice of language forms, features and structures.

Activity 1: Concept statement
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Activity icon
	Re-read the area of study concept statement for 'Worlds beyond' and make a list of your ideas and thoughts about what it means.


Use several dictionaries and thesauruses and make a list of the words and phrases that have to do with 'worlds' and 'beyond'.
The futurists agreed that technology will be an important part in the ways societies exist.

Some commentators believe life in the future will be a challenge to the way we see ourselves, our families and the community.

Locate recent examples in the news media of the ideas about how future communities will be constructed. Consider how they are related to the concept.

Reflect on the ways communities, individuals and groups are presented.

Activity 2: Your ideas
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Icon for a question mark
	Ever wondered what the future would be like?

· Will we be flying around in hover cars?

· Will all the information we need to know be on a chip implanted in our head?

· What work will I be doing in 20 years?

· Will Australia win the 2048 FIFA World Cup?
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Discussion icon
	Discuss your ideas with friends. You may like to look at a number of films and TV documentaries about life in the future to help you decide.

 

You may find that as you study the texts in this resource and collect your own related texts you may decide to modify your ideas.


 
Text 1

Text 1: The futurist
The futurist, The Le@rning Federation

This interactive examines the future of online music and explores the ways digital music is changing how we buy and listen to music.

Activity 1
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Activity icon
	Complete the report on the future of music distribution from the The futurist.
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Question mark icon
	Can you think of any recent developments in the digital music market?


 
Text 2

Text 2: Speech
This text is part of a speech adapted from the occasional address given by Dr Anne Summers at the Graduation Ceremony for students from the University of Western Sydney in 2007.
Anne Summers is a successful Australian author, journalist and broadcaster. The speech to the graduating students, their parents and friends was about the world beyond the classroom. She has some advice for students about how to achieve the right balance in their future working lives.
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Graphic of weblink
	Learn more about Anne Summers from her website:

www.annesummers.com.au/


Activity 2: Speech
Read the speech and complete the worksheet. 
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Word document icon
	Read Anne Summers Speech (.doc 34 kB)
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Activity icon
	Activity 2: Speech worksheet (.doc 23 kB)


 
Text 3

News story
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Word document icon
	Read the news story about Second Life:
 It never rains in Second Life  (.doc 29 kB)


 
Activity 3: Second Life
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Activity icon
	Activity 3: Second Life worksheet (.doc 29 kB)
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Question mark icon
	In Second Life you can construct your own online identity and join a community. 

 

What would your avatar be like?
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Icon for weblink
	Many large companies and corporations have established a presence in Second Life.  The ABC and Telstra have islands you can visit.

To find out about Second Life and the ABC island go to:

www.abc.net.au/services/secondlife/


Links

Linking to the concept

Each text you study in this resource and the texts of your own choosing from your related text folio must be linked to the area of study concept.

Activity: Linking texts
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link icon
	Draw a table with columns for the area of study concept, provided text and a text of your own choosing from your Related text folio.

 

Look at this example.

 Use the focus questions to link your texts:

1. How is each text related to the area of study concept 'Worlds beyond'?

2. How does each text influence your understanding of 'Worlds beyond'?
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Activity icon
	Activity: Linking texts worksheet (.doc 27 kB)


RTF
Related text folio
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Related text folio icon
	As part of your exploration of the area of study you will need to have a Related text folio. 

The texts from your Related text folio will be used in a range of activities and assessment tasks.

To help you develop your Related text folio read the information below. It gives you suggestions about the texts to collect, analyse and write about. It has hints about linking your texts to the area of study statement. It includes sample questions you may be asked in assessment tasks.

Text version of Related text folio (.doc 55 kB)


{other}rtf.swf[590,480]
 
Resources

	Resources
	

	Task 1: Research assignment
Word document (.doc 49 kB)
PDF document (.pdf 59 kB)
Research assignment (.ppt 81 kB)
	

	Task 2: Composing
Word document (.doc 75 kB)
PDF document (.pdf  78 kB)
	

	Text 1
	

	The futurist: music distribution 
	Download (.zip)

	Text 2: Speech
	

	Speech (.doc 34 kB)

Speech (.pdf 20 kB)
	

	Activity 2: Speech Worksheet (.doc 33 kB)

Activity 2: Speech Worksheet (.pdf 27 kB)
	

	Text 3: Newspaper story
	

	It never rains in Second Life (.doc 31kB)

It never rains in Second Life (.pdf 18 kB)
	

	Activity 3: Second Life worksheet (.doc 29 kB)
Activity 3: Second Life worksheet (.pdf 21 kB)
	

	Linking texts to the concept
	

	Linking texts worksheet (.doc 27 kB)
Linking texts worksheet (.pdf 16 kB)
	

	Related text folio
	

	Related text folio flash interactive (.swf 239 kB)
	Download (.zip)

	Suggested related texts list (.doc 33 kB)

Suggested related texts list (.pdf 19 kB)
	

	Focus questions worksheet (.pdf 17 kB)
	

	Linking text (.pdf 17 kB)
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