

Support notes

This resource is one of the Aim to Sustain resources produced by the Centre for Learning Innovation (DET NSW) for Stage 3 and Stage 4 students. 

Get the meassage is cross-curricular and is underpinned by the following key environmental understandings:

· the interrelated nature of processes in the natural environment

· sustainable management of the Earth’s resources, and

· the interrelationships between human activities and natural systems.
Download the DET Environmental Education Policy for Schools and implementation documents here. 

Access Teaching for sustainability on the NSW DET Curriculum Support website.

In Get the message students will:

· view and respond to videos about single-use and disposable plactics and their effects on the environment
· study environmental expeditions, their messages and methods of conveying these
· research bans on plastic bags and bottles and complete a related Plus, minus, interesting analysis before making a podcast presentation persuading others of the cause
· think about how artists engage in a form of  social practice when making art
· engage with concepts and subject matter that is of interest to the artworld and the community
· examine artworks from a structural perspective

· consider the relationships between the artist, artwork,

audience and world

· create their own artworks related to their natural environment.

The QUICK (Quality Information Checklist) provides students with eight ways of checking information on websites or they could use a checklist for evaluating resources from School Libraries and Information Literacy, NSW DET.
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	How drastic is plastic? 

Students’ attention is drawn to the problems associated with single-use and disposable plastics.  Students complete an internet search for information about The Great Pacific Garbage Patch. The following YouTube videos provide appropriate information that you can access for students. 
The Great Pacific Garbage Patch 

World’s biggest garbage dump 

Toxic Garbage Island 

Pacific Garbage Dump
Students search for information on the :

· bottled water ban at Bundanoon

· plastic bag ban at Coles Bay.

Students choose one of the bans and complete a Plus, minus, interesting (PMI) analysis about the ban. More information available at:
http://www.mindtools.com/pages/article/newTED_05.htm
Using their PMI as a starting point, students create a speech and/or a podcast to argue their case.
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	Plastiki sails to make a point.
Students find out about the Plastiki boat and its environmental expedition.
Find out about the Plastiki expedition<>
Explore Plastiki<>
Students research other environmental expeditions
and share their findings.




	[image: image3.png]



	Artists for the environment
1. Students complete a study of environmental artworks created by John Dahlsen and Belinda Allen.
2. John Dahlsen created work from collections of plastic and other rubbish often sourced on beaches. The materials he uses, emphasises the message he is communicating about his world.
3. Belinda Allen creates digital montages from her photographs that are often taken in the Royal National Park. Allen explores her spiritual relationship with her world. 
Students post a blog after each study. You can set up a class blog at BlogEd (NSW DET access required) for student posts. 
You will need to discuss with students how they will share their opinions about the importance of artists making works about environmental issues.
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	Share your message 
This activity encourages students to become environmental artists using similar techniques to Dahlsen or Allen to create an artwork about their world. Students share their artworks with others by posting the work and an artist’s statement to a class blog. You can set up a class blog at BlogEd (NSW DET access required) for student posts. Information about artist’s statements can be found at:
http://www.suite101.com/content/scripting-an-artists-statement-a108847\
http://artiseducation.files.wordpress.com/2009/01/artiststatementtoolkit.pdf
You will need to discuss with students how they will share their opinions about the effectiveness of communicating environmental messages through visual artworks.


Useful links
exploratree ready-made thinking guides
Bloom’s Taxonomy in the digital age
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