[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: L:\LS\Learning Systems\Active_Projects\20019_20019_ANZAC_TPL\Production\clipsCustom\content\styles\graphics\anzac100logo.png][image: L:\LS\Learning Systems\CLIPSOutput\20019_20019_ANZAC_TPL\LOs\TPL_Module_1\styles\graphics\neals.gif
]Centenary of the First World War
Perspectives
Bean responds
It was true [Ashmead-Bartlett's sacking because of his letter]. About a month ago he got Murdoch, the Australian Sun correspondent, who is going to London, to take home with him a letter to the [British] Prime Minister putting the state of things here in a somewhat crude light. It was a brilliantly written letter — rather overstating the case as Bartlett always does, but a great deal of it is absolutely unanswerable and badly needs understanding… Bartlett's letter was worth the consideration of any man, and I've no doubt it will be considered in time. Several members of the cabinet asked him to write to them privately…
The little worm of a Press Officer [a British officer who was sent to Gallipoli to oversee the journalists] who I think keeps a spy in our camp in the shape of one of the servants seems to have found out that Murdoch was carrying the letter. A wire was sent home and Murdoch was either search or forced to give the letter up. Hamilton [the Commanding General at Gallipoli] also received a wire from the war office telling him that Bartlett must be recalled.
Diary of Bean C in Fewster K (2009), Bean's Gallipoli, Allen and Unwin, Sydney, p.207
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