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]Centenary of the First World War
Perspectives
Bean at the landing
The sight of hills as we got in closer… made one realise what our men had really done. I remember someone saying the map ought to have been made more precipitous and that it didn't really give any idea of how steep the hills actually were… The place is like a sand slope on a huge scale, raw sandslopes and precipices alternating with steep slopes covered with low scrub… The boat grounded in two feet of water. We jumped out… waded to the beach and stood on Turkish soil.'
Bean followed the divisional headquarters staff to a narrow valley … the sand around it peppered with shrapnel marks. Wounded man lay on the beach waiting to be evacuated, and further to the north of the beach Bean soberly noted the bodies of about 30 dead Australians, covered with overcoat and blankets. For the first time he also noted the distinct sound of the whizzing bullets passing overhead, mistaking them at first for insects: 'It was so feeble, that sound, and so spent it was quite comforting. One had expected something much more businesslike.'
'If I am plugged and anyone gets this diary they'll probably think that I was either tight or very nervous when I wrote it. The fact that it was written by night when no candles were to be had and I had to do as best I could in the moonlight. On some nights the sky was clear and one could see fairly well. On others, I simply had to place the lines by guesswork and many of them were written over one another.'
Charles Bean diary 25 April, 1915, pp.18, 26, 50 found in Coulthart R (2014), Charles Bean, Harper Collins, Sydney, p.83-84, 85-86.
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