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I can't write about bayonet charges like some of the correspondence do. Ashmead-Bartlett makes it a little difficult for one by his exaggerations, and yet he's a lover of the truth. He gives the spirit of the thing: but if he were asked: 'Did a shout really go up from a thousand throats that the hill was ours?' he'd have to say 'No it didn't'... or 'did the first battle of Anzac really end with the flash of bayonets all along the line, a charge, and the rolling back of the Turkish attack,' he'd have to say, 'Well no, as a matter of fact that didn't occur.' Well, I can't write that it occurred if I know it did not, even if by painting it that way I could rouse the blood and make the pulse beat faster — and undoubtedly these men here deserve that people's pulses shall beat for them. But war correspondents have so habitually exaggerated the heroism of battles that people don't realise that the real actions are heroic...
There is plenty of heroism in war — it teems with it. But it has been so overwritten that if you write that a man did his job people say: 'Oh, but there's nothing heroic in that!' Isn't there? You hear and see the job and understand it and get out of your head the nonsense that is written about it. There is horror and beastliness and cowardice and treachery, over all of which the writer, anxious to please the public, has to throw his cloak — but the man who does his job is a hero.
Charles Bean's diary found in Fewster F, (2009) Bean's Gallipoli, Allen and Unwin, Sydney, pp.203-205
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