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Troops' reaction
Bean was stung by these criticisms and the whole affair clearly rattled him as he mentions it several times in his diary entries. He was deeply concerned about the antipathy towards him from many soldiers of the !st Division; he knew well he would need their cooperation to do is job: 'I could apply to be attached to the 2nd Division — which doesn't feel the same way — but I'm not going to. The 1st Australian one is the one I've been with and I'm not going to criticise them and run away.
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