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Your hands now
[bookmark: _GoBack]They gave it into your hands, Australians, when the bullet took them... Australia lies in your hands now, where those men, dying, laid her. You have a much bigger task facing you than the Australian force in France and at Anzac had. It is the same great task really; but the AIF only began it. They cannot make her (the greatest country in the world) so—60 000 of the very best we had are out of the struggle... They can never finish the fight which they began for Australia. But, you, the younger generation, their survivors in the AIF, the young people of Australia, can do it for them... (They made decisions without their officers' advice) with a boyish enthusiasm which carried them through everything, even when things seemed hopeless.
Bean C (1918), In your hands, Australians, Cassell, London in Rees P (2015) Bearing Witness, Allen and Unwin, p.386
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