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Perspectives
Influencing the soldiers?
(The commander of the Australian forces) got me to sit down and write, to his dictation, a message to the men saying that he wanted them to vote by their consciences and not to influence them in any way. But he added that he probably knew, better than they did, the need for reinforcements. He was sure they would not like to see any of the units — with all their traditions and history broken up. There was a need for men. If the effort of Australia were relaxed now, all the brave lives sacrificed before would have been sacrificed in vain.
Diary of Bean C (1916) in Rees P (2015) Bearing Witness, Allen and Unwin, p.271
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