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Captain Bean is paid out of the Commonwealth funds to act as the Official War Correspondent with the Australian armies. His cables to this country are paid for by the people of Australia. Prior to and during the recent Federal election, Captain Bean, (presumably under instructions) cabled political news from the front with the aim of catching votes for the Fusion Party [similar to the modern Liberal Party] in Australia. We would like to know whether the time taken up by Captain Bean in writing these articles and the expense of cabling same to Australia as been paid for privately by the Fusion Party, or whether the cost has been borne out of the public funds of the Commonwealth Treasury.
Sydney Morning Herald, 25 July 1916
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