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[bookmark: _GoBack]The reality of the Western Front
This new force of ours is just realising... that there is only one way out of this war for an infantryman and that is on his back; either sick, wounded or dead. There is no going back to cheering crowds — no marching through the London streets and ovations in the Australian ports. They will be put at it to fight and fight again — until if not in this battle then in the next each man gets his bullet. There is no way out. They are looking down the long road straight to the end — they can see it plain enough now; and they know that there is no turning. It is a big shock to a man when you realise that.
... every man on this front at present knows that a single bullet wound through the shoulder is considered a prize which you could not buy for money: a 'cushy' one — a 'Blighty' — every infantryman envies the man who goes home to a wound like that.
Diary of Bean C (September 1916) in Rees P (2015) Bearing Witness, Allen and Unwin, p.269
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