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]Centenary of the First World War
Perspectives
Bean on Monash's trench experience
Monash never saw a bayonet used in action and I don't think he so very often saw the inside of a front-line trench: and he knows practically nothing by personal experience of what went on there. I know far less about the actual fighting or the life of the front line than most ordinary privates in the infantry or gunners or engineers do, but I know fifty times as much as Monash did and I know that when he spouts about the front line he is just handing out the same old flamboyant stuff that he has read in the old war histories.
Letter from Bean C (1930) found in Coulthart R (2014), Charles Bean, Harper Collins, Sydney, p.256
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