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Hurley's composite images
Everything is on such a vast scale. Figures are scattered — the atmosphere is dense with haze and smoke — shells will not burst where required — yet the whole elements of a picture are there could they be brought together and condensed. The battle is in full swing, the men are just going over the top — and I snap! A fleet of bombing planes is flying low, and a barrage bursts all around. On developing my plate there is disappointment! All I find is a record of a few figures advancing from the trenches — and a background of haze. Nothing could be more unlike a battle. It might be a rehearsal in a paddock.
Quote from Hurley F in Australasian Photo Review, 15 February 1991, p.164 found in Rees P (2015)  Bearing Witness, Allen and Unwin, Sydney, p.339
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