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]Centenary of the First World War
Perspectives
Gallipoli and the Western Front
[bookmark: _GoBack]About half the troops had learnt trench warfare in Gallipoli, but here in Flanders [the Western Front] it was less tense and more comfortable. Food, brought up on the tramways by nightly ration parties, was more varied; water was 'laid on' through pipes. Instead of steep, dusty paths leading almost immediately down to the sea lapping the shingles, there was an approach through mile-long communication trenches, winding through green fields and hedgerows. Behind these were country roads, farms and villages to which the battalions and brigades were regularly with drawn for rest. There were shops in the villages... at least one of them within 800 yards of the firing line; men hopped out of the communication trench to go across the fields to it. Farther back were excellent British canteens, reading and writing rooms, army baths where underclothing with periodically freed from fleas and lice...
A further advantage, unheard of in Gallipoli, was that of periodical leave — at about yearly intervals — to Great Britain. This home of most of their ancestors, to which nearly all Australians had longed to make pilgrimage, is now only seventy miles behind them...
The Australians also had better weapons available that in Gallipoli. The machine-guns and their crews had, in Egypt, been taken away from the infantry battalion... but four Lewis guns [better machine guns]... had been allotted to each infantry battalion... instead... Each division's artillery had, in addition to its twelve batteries of 18-pounder field-guns, three batteries of 4.5 inch howitzers...
Moreover the troops had been equipped with steel helmets of the oval, saucer-like British pattern; and during the next three months their cloth gas-helmets were replaced by small box-respirators.
Bean C (1946) Anzacs to Amiens, Penguin Books, Melbourne, pp.202-03
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