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Bad news for Bean
Bean received news from the Defence Department in Melbourne that must have been devastating for him to hear: the proprietors of The Argus and The Age newspapers had decided to stop using his news stories because they were of 'insufficient interest to them'. It was a slap in the face for the official correspondent, and he angrily rationalised that the two newspapers would probably be happier taking stories from correspondents based out of Cairo because their reports, unhindered by the stringent censorship rules, would arrive in Australia a lot earlier... Yet most of the Reuters stories, he said, were 'wild sensational inventions'... whereas he 'risked my life hundreds of times over on the spot itself in order that they may know that every word is as true as it can be.'
Coulthart R (2014), Charles Bean, Harper Collins, Sydney, p.95
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