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Teaching notes

How to use this resource
This resource, The work of a palaeontologist, is designed to support the Digital Education Revolution – NSW (DER-NSW) program. The resources and tasks are aimed at supporting student use of the DER-NSW laptops in both online and offline classroom environments.

If you have difficulty viewing this resource on the DER-NSW laptop screens you can switch your web browser to full screen mode. With your web browser open press F11 to switch between normal and full screen mode.

For more detailed support on how to use the DER-NSW laptop software referred to in this resource please visit the TaLe Tools+ site. If you have a Department of Education and Training portal identity go to www.tale.edu.au > log in to the Secondary section > Tools+ is a link in the top right of the page. If not, visit the Parents & community section of TaLe and choose the quick link to DER-NSW laptop resources on the right side of the page.
Explore  

In this section there are three resources. The first two resources will require internet access. The Robert Jones Masterclass features Robert Jones from the Australian museum talking to students about all things to do with his career. The Virtual Dig is an animated activity in which the students go through the process of digging up a fossil. The third activity models the work of a palaeontologist. The first screen allows the students to put fossil bones together. At this point they have an incomplete fossil and no idea of the animal they are making. The second screen has the complete skeleton of the fossil and the third screen has the animal as a guide.
Your tasks 
The student can decide how they are going to present the information they have gathered under three headings:

•
 The role of a palaeontologist

•
How fossils are formed

•
The tools of a palaeontologist.

Information is provided on creating a brochure or using One Note. Students take responsibility for the method they choose to present the information but are aided by links to instructions.

Quality teaching framework 

This resource has been developed to support pedagogy and improve student outcomes based around the NSW Quality Teaching framework, in particular the following areas:
	Intellectual quality
	Quality Learning Environment
	Significance

	1.1
	Deep knowledge
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2.1
	Explicit quality criteria
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3.1
	Background knowledge
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	1.2
	Deep understanding
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2.2
	Engagement
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3.2
	Cultural Knowledge
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	1.3
	Problematic knowledge
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2.3
	High expectations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3.3
	Knowledge integration
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	1.4
	Higher-order thinking
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2.4
	Social support
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3.4
	Inclusivity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	1.5
	Metalanguage
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2.5
	Students’ Self-Regulation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3.5
	Connectedness
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	1.6
	Substantive communication
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2.6
	Student direction
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3.6
	Narrative
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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