
Many dinosaurs are only known from partial skeletons. This means that some or even a few bones or teeth from the animal have been discovered. In fact partial skeleton discoveries are far more common than complete fossilised skeletons. Full skeletons are rare and precious to the scientific community.

When palaeontologists discover incomplete specimens they then need to use their scientific knowledge and experience to piece together the parts of the skeleton that they have. They need to get every bit of information about how the skeleton lay in the ground as it is excavated. This can tell the palaeontologist how the animal died, was buried, and preserved. If this is not done systematically, for example when some private collectors excavate to find fossils for selling, then a lot of really valuable information can be lost.
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