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History of bitou in Australia time line 

1908 
First found in Newcastle, NSW.  Probably arrived in the ballast of ships from South Africa.

1946 to 1968 

Planted along the east coast by NSW Soil Conservation to keep dunes stable, especially after sand mining.

1976 to 1982 

1976 Bitou was naturalised along the NSW coast. In 1982 bitou was found along 60% of the NSW coast.
1987 Eight biocontrol agents released since 1987.
1989 to 1990

1989 Leaf tip moth first releases.  Total of 201 releases at 74 locations. Density still increasing.

1990 Boneseed leaf beetles, 24 releases at 13 locations, no evidence of establishment, larvae extremely susceptible to predation by ants and spiders.
1995 to 1996

1995 Bitou tortoise beetle, total of 12 releases established at all releases but only minimal damage.

1996 Bitou seed fly, 13 releases, spread and established throughout range.
2001 to present day

2001 By 2001 over 80% of the NSW coast was invaded by bitou.
Last Tuesday Over 600 community groups are working to remove bitou bush from the coast and protect NSW beaches.
