Direct and Indirect speech

Speech marks, which are also called inverted commas or quotation marks,
are used to indicate direct speech - the exact words spoken by the speaker.
Here is an example from the short story, Mr Walker. Notice what the words tell
you about the speakers and how they bring life to the story.

O, ol ou shud wp, ~ou stlley old fooll’
Trs ﬂ&/g:m& ﬁﬁdulf ?nﬂwﬁtd@f hm.,
M tne same snstand Yster Cary erwpfed
W “Murse, s he had s 5!‘&&{31}\5) pills”’

Indirect speech

Here is the same text in indirect speech where the words are reported. Speech
marks are not required because the exact words are not used.

Thrs Tneborald called nam o 51”"3 old fool
ard shouted ot mm to sud wp, A i
same stand $1ster Carr tm?ﬁtd\, Ml'f.f}\ﬂ
1f he ad had s ﬂﬂﬁ?u{ﬁ P! ls,

Compare the two versions. Which of the two versions has the most impact? Find
two more examples of direct speech in the story Mr Walker, spoken by different
characters. Choose two of these and write them as indirect speech.



