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Extract from The Necklace

Instead of being delighted, as her husband hoped, she flung the invitation petulantly across the table, murmuring:

‘What do you want me to do with this?’

‘Why, darling, I thought you'd be pleased. You never go out, and this is a great occasion. I had tremendous trouble to get it. Every one wants one; it's very select, and very few go to the clerks. You'll see all the really big people there.’

She looked at him out of furious eyes, and said impatiently: ‘And what do you suppose I am to wear at such an affair?’

He had not thought about it; he stammered:

‘Why, the dress you go to the theatre in. It looks very nice, to me...’
He stopped, stupefied and utterly at a loss when he saw that his wife was beginning to cry. Two large tears ran slowly down from the comers of her eyes towards the comers of her mouth.

‘What's the matter with you? What's the matter with you?’ he faltered. But with a violent effort she overcame her grief and replied in a calm voice, wiping her wet cheeks:

‘Nothing. Only I haven't a dress and so I can't go to this party. Give your invitation to some friend of yours whose wife will be turned out better than I shall.’

He was heart-broken.
(end)

Rollover text
Direct speech. The exact words spoken by Madame Loisel. Note the use of inverted commas around the actual words she said. Note that the words of each new speaker begin on a new line.
rolllover text

Direct speech. The exact words spoken by Monsieur Loisel. Note the use of inverted commas around the actual words he said. Note that the words of each new speaker begin on a new line.

rollover text 
Indirect speech 

Madame Loisel asked what he expected her to do with it.

Indirect speech 
He explained tenderly that he thought she would be pleased since she never went out and it was a great occasion. He had gone to great trouble to get it because invitations were in great demand. It was very select and very few clerks had the chance to go. She would see many big people.

Indirect speech 
She looked at him with furious eyes and asked impatiently what she was supposed to wear to such an affair.

