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Resource evaluation checklists for students and teachers
How do you know if a resource is a good one?
Quick checklist: Consider these four key areas in evaluating a resource 
· Relevance: Does this resource help me with my task?

· Reliability: Are the authors experts? 
· Ideas and layout: Are the ideas well structured and clearly presented? 
· Currency: Is this resource up-to-date?
Detailed checklist 
	
	Analyse the resource and record comments below

	Relevance

Is this resource relevant? What is the main topic?  Which part of my assignment/task does it cover?
	

	Audience

Who is this written for? School students? Adults? University students? Specialists? Business people? 
	

	Level

Is this information easy or hard to understand? 
	

	Source

Is this a primary or secondary source for my task?

A primary source comes from the time period/character being studied, a secondary source was made later about that period/character.
	

	 Reliability

What is the author/organisation name? If there is none listed, this resource is not reliable. Do other expert resources confirm trends found here?  
	

	 Qualifications/Expertise

What qualifications or expertise can you find?
	

	About/About Us

Explain the aim of the site – its purposes and bias
	

	Domain 
Does the URL show that this a commercial [.com], government [.gov] or educational [.edu] site?  
	

	 Statistics

Are all statistics shown WITH their source info? Is the organisation the statistics came from reliable?
	

	Well structured, logical presentation of ideas

Is the resource well structured? Are the ideas well expressed?  Is the layout clear? Can you use the Contents or Menu efficiently to name some sub-topics? Is there a glossary or index if needed? Are any internal links or headings useful and appropriate? 
	

	Currency

What year was this written? When was the site/information updated? Does this task require up-to-date knowledge?
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