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Support notes

This resource is one of the Aim to Sustain resources produced by the Centre for Learning Innovation (DET NSW) for Stage 3 and Stage 4 students. 

A world of difference is cross-curricular and is underpinned by the following key environmental understandings:

· the interrelated nature of processes in the natural environment

· sustainable management of the Earth’s resources, and

· the interrelationships between human activities and natural systems.

Download the DET Environmental Education Policy for Schools and implementation documents here. 

Access Teaching for sustainability on the NSW DET Curriculum Support website.

In A world of difference students will: 
• 
view and respond to videos on how to make ‘green’ changes in their own lives
• 
take a quiz to test self-knowledge about living green
• 
find environmental issues in a family home and learn how to solve them
•
match actions to their green alternatives
•
match how well families have greened their own living spaces on a report card

•
choose green actions to improve the environmental sustainability of rural and/or
            coastal areas

•
identify main events from a web page to be recorded on a timeline

•
summarise information to be added to the interactive timeline

•
consider points and features to include in a speech, an audiocast, a poster, a letter 

            and/or an interview, as the  means to undertake a persuasive campaign
•
make an action plan for a campaign to make a difference

•
upload an article/report about your project to the ecokids website

•
host a workshop or conference as part of Kids Teaching Kids
•
make summary notes to use in a discussion about global, award-winning schemes 
• 
make a presentation using Scribble Maps about an area of the world that has been
            affected by climate change. 
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Use SMART Notebooks on an interactive whiteboard or on a computer. If you don’t have the software, go to http://www.smarttech.com/us/Support/Browse+Support/Download+Software
Scroll to SMART Notebook Interactive Viewer software. In ‘Choose a product’ drop-down, select viewer for Windows, Mac or Linux and download.                                                        

Drag the Notes Tab onto SMART Notebook pages for instructions or extra information. 

Do a ‘Save as ...’ to allow you to make your own changes or add to the notebooks. 

Any SMART Flash activities used have the password ‘sustain’.

The QUICK (Quality Information Checklist) provides students with eight ways of checking information on websites or they could use a checklist for evaluating resources from School Libraries and Information Literacy, NSW DET.
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	What can you do at home to make a start?
The ‘Going Green’ SchoolTube video on the Eco-Schools USA National Wildlife Federation site includes information about simple actions we can try which can make a difference.

NASA’s Climate Kids site has five Big questions to consider and some practical suggestions about what we can do to help. 
On the Ranger Rick Green Zone (National Wildlife Federation site) there is a ‘Green genius’ quiz to test known information followed by helping the Greenaway family ‘Green-ovate’ their home by finding the environmental issues and hidden items.

The SMART 1 notebook gives students the chance to match actions to green alternatives on page 2. Page 3 gives students the chance to rate how well their own family makes green choices by dragging and dropping the ideas to the side of the report card that best matches their family’s actions. Any actions placed in the ‘We could do these better’ column can be the starting point for discussion about improvements which the family could make. Further actions specific to the student’s location could be added to the columns after discussion.
Further activities to  simulate improving sustainability in rural and coastal communities can be undertaken on the Government of South Australia’s Department of Environment and Natural Resources site.

To complete this last section, there are three practical fun activities to do:

· the Questacon site shows how to make a pizza-box solar oven 
· the Rainforest Alliance site allows the  sending of e-cards as alternatives to paper ones

·  the Australian Conservation Foundation site explains five elements to include when creating an eco garden. 
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	What are communities doing and how can you make a plan for your own community?
The ‘Clean Up Australia Day’ campaign has grown over the years and has been expanded across 35 million people in 120 countries to ‘Clean Up the World’. Students can research this program to see how one person can make a difference. They can play the interactive recycling game called ‘Clean Up the River’.
‘Earth Hour’ is another small idea which has grown since 2004 and students can look at the development of this program, identify the main events, summarize the idea and add to the interactive SMART timeline. The timeline has the years set out and the first one, 2004/2005, is already done. These can be completed and/or changed if required by clicking on Edit and adding the information in the date and description columns. To increase the number of years plotted on the timeline, click on the ‘Number of dates’
drop- down and change from the present six. 
Students can decide on a campaign to make a difference which is relevant to their own group, school or community. A possible campaign could be to use ‘How drastic is plastic?’ in the Get the message resource on TaLe which is part of the series of Aim to Sustain resources. Use the SMART notebook called ‘A plan of action’ to assist in the organisation of actions which can be taken. This notebook helps in identifying points to consider in making a speech, writing a persuasive letter or conducting an interview. It also identifies the steps to follow for making an audiocast and a poster. It provides sentence starters to practise for use in a persuasive letter and, finally, it provides an action plan which can be completed on the interactive whiteboard with the pen tool or the SMART keyboard. 
Teaching others takes these ideas further – students can report on their actions by uploading an article on the Ecokids site from Canada or by following the steps to start an environmental club that are outlined on the Earthkids site (Australian Conservation Foundation). The Kids teaching Kids site has a video called Making a great presentation which has advice on making an impact with your presentations. Presented at the 2007 River Health Conference, the video provides a checklist to help you get your message across.
Students can host a ‘Kids teaching kids’ workshop or conference during Kids Teaching Kids Week and it can be held in the local community, at school or by attending the conference. This site has information and a step-by-step guide.
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	1. Who leads the global action and how do we know what is happening on our planet?
Students look at the Earth Summit site to find out what United Nations  international efforts and decisions have been made since 1961, going through to plans for Earth Summit 2012.The interactive Sustainable Development Timeline shows world events, conferences, statistics and reports from which research facts and figures can be extracted.
Students can also research Earth Summit 1992 and find the main issues addressed at the Rio conference. Students can choose one of these issues, e.g., the growing scarcity of water, and investigate how people around the world have tried to address this in their own country or community. Students can look on the Ashden Awards site for an award-winning scheme which has undertaken a project to make a difference. 
Students can refer to the Word document called How to make summary notes which will assist them to make notes which will help them when discussing their chosen scheme with a family member, teacher or class.
Information about how scientists collect and use the data from more than a dozen satellites which constantly monitor the Earth can be viewed on NASA’s Eyes on the Earth video. 
This explanatory video shows how to interact with missions that study the atmosphere, the oceans or the land. The satellites can be viewed in real time and you can select a particular satellite to study. After viewing the video, Eyes on the earth 3D needs to be launched (2.2mb) to be able to interact with the satellites.
NASA’s ‘Climate Change Time Machine’ can be found in the Cool Stuff section of the site. Students can view each of the earth’s vital signs and see the changes caused by the effects of climate change over the years.
To bring together all the parts of NASA’s data collection, students can view the video called A Warming World.
As a concluding activity, students can choose a part of the world they have learnt about which has been affected by climate change and make a presentation on Scribble Maps to share with others. Scribble Maps uses Google Maps and students can add text, shapes, lines, images arrows, directions and place-markers with or without text and then save and share their project. Scribble Maps requires a login and has video tutorials for hints about how to use the software. 



Hints on using Scribble Maps
Look on the toolbar on the top left and find a variety of tools to use on your map. Select from the place-markers which you can use to add information to your chosen map locations; place text in text boxes; draw rectangles, circles or free shapes around areas as zones/areas to focus on; draw lines, use the eraser, drag the map, add an image; and then save and share with your group, class or teacher.

When you are ready to save, click on the Menu button and choose Save Map. This gives you a map ID (which you might like to write down to remember) and you can add in a title and description. Check Autosave and Delist Map (to keep it more private) and then Save. You can give your map a password (which you might like to write down to remember) and then save, or you can save without a password.

The next window gives you three pieces of information you need to save:

•
the Map ID which you saved earlier, which you can use later to re-upload your map

•
the Map directory link, which you can email for others to see your map

•
the Direct link, which is a quick way to load your map to work on later.
Using images in Scribble Maps
To add an image to your work, firstly zoom right in close to the area of the map where you are going to place the image.

•
Find your image, right click on the image and go down to the word Properties. In the information that then appears, there will be a heading Address (URL) which has the address of the image. Copy this. 

•
Click on the Add Image button on the Scribble Maps toolbar and paste in this image information. 

•
Check the box Scale With Map so that the image decreases in size as you zoom out on your map. 

•
Click Add to Map and a small camera image will replace your arrow as you move your cursor. Wherever you click this will be where your image is loaded – but be careful as it is difficult to delete if placed in an incorrect position. 
It may take a few tries to get the image to the size you want compared to the map.
Click back on the Select tool on the toolbar and zoom out from your map to see your image uploaded.
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