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Teaching notes

How to use this resource
This resource, Laptop wrap: Historical investigation, is designed to support the Digital Education Revolution – NSW (DER-NSW) program. The resources and tasks are aimed at supporting student use of the DER-NSW laptops in both online and offline classroom environments.

If you have difficulty viewing this resource on the DER-NSW laptop screens you can switch your web browser to full screen mode. With your web browser open, press F11 to switch between normal and full screen mode.

For more detailed support on how to use the DER-NSW laptop software referred to in this resource please visit the TaLe Tools+ site. If you have a Department of Education and Training portal identity go to www.tale.edu.au > log in to the Secondary section > Tools+ is a link in the top right of the page. If not, visit the Parents & community section of TaLe and choose the quick link to DER-NSW laptop resources on the right side of the page.
This resource focuses on the initial stage of an historical investigation, where students are asked to define their area of study and develop a proposal.
Explore  

In the Explore section and throughout the tasks students access and work through selected resources contained in Research Zone – Senior History. If an internet connection is not available, the resource may be downloaded prior to the lesson. 
Your tasks 
Task 1: Define

Students are asked to read sections of the Research Zone – Senior History resource to familiarise themselves with the requirements of their task. They are then to select a topic they wish to investigate and create a mind map, using either Freemind, available on the DER-NSW laptops, or Bubbl.us, a free online brainstorming application.

When done, students are asked to share mind maps and provide suggestions to one another as to how they may enhance their investigation. 
Task 2: Investigate

Students learn about sources of information by completing the activity on Thera and then completing the data collector worksheet.  They are asked to consider all available methods of accessing information and relevant primary/secondary sources they may use to complete their work.

Task 3: Share

Students, having chosen their topic and considered available sources of information, are to share their research topic with their teacher and classmates through the use of a VoiceThread. They are required to create a VoiceThread detailing the direction of their investigation, and access the VoiceThread of their classmates. It has been suggested that they do not comment on more than three threads, in order to limit the time taken to complete this task.

Once students are happy with their topic, they are to hand in their proposal.
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