How to plan your structured response

Topic: Do the great poets of the nineteenth century still have relevance today? What do you think? Discuss with reference to the ballads, sonnets or odes you have studied. 

1
Understand the question.
Make sure you understand the meaning of key words. Underline them. Think about what you like and dislike about poetry. 
2
Brainstorm ideas.
Take one minute to write down all the words you can think of to do with the topic of poetry. Here are some to get you started.

Definition of ‘classical’ and ‘great’, names of the poets, context of the time, poetic techniques, painting word pictures, imagery, universal themes, life of the poem, representation of different groups (for example, women, multicultural backgrounds).
Once you have a number of words, group them into categories or logical groups. For example, you could choose:

Lives of the poets and their times
names of the poets, Romantic period, comment on society
Poetic techniques
imagery, style, similes, metaphors, rhythm, rhyme

Universal themes

Emotional responses, stand the test of time
3
Organise ideas into logical paragraphs.
The separate headings can be the material for separate paragraphs.
4
Include examples from the poems to support your ideas. You can give your opinion without continually writing, ‘I think’.
5
Write clearly and make sure you answer the question.
Check spelling and punctuation.
6
Read the sample response provided and make sure you know how to quote lines from a poem.

