	 EUROPEAN CONTEXT
	
	

	· 1700s: The Enlightenment is the term given in Europe for the growth of Reason and loss of superstition 

· Romantic poets rebel against reason and look to the natural world
· French Revolution (1789–99)

	· The years 1786-1825 are often referred to as ‘The Romantic Period’
· Romanticism emphasised imagination and feeling
	· The Romantic poets in British literature were William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, William Blake, Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley,  John Keats

· The painters JMW Turner and John Constable are associated with Romanticism

	1795–1810
	1811–1819
	1820–1829

	KEATS’S LIFE
	
	

	· Born October 31, 1795 in Finsbury Pavement in London

· Father dies 1804

· Mother dies 1810 of tuberculosis

· In the care of his guardians

· Leaves school to become a student at the local hospital
	· Brother, Tom, is entrusted to his care

· 1817 publishes book of poems, including ‘La Belle Dame sans Merci’

· Tom dies in 1818

· 1819 composes his famous odes

· John meets Fanny Brawne  and falls in love

· Begins to show signs of his own worsening health


	· 1819 unfavourable criticism of his epic poem, ‘Endymion’, upsets him

· 1820 moves to Italy to escape cold air of London

· Dies on February 23, 1821 

· Is buried in the Protestant Cemetery, Rome




