	Wider context
	
	

	· The Church of England was very powerful

· Many believed the church and the upper classes exploited the poor and the weak 
	· The American War of Independence and the French Revolution captured the imagination
· George Cumberland, founder of the national Gallery, became an admirer of Blake’s work
· Many intellectuals adopted liberal views on marriage and sexual equality

	· Blake’s group believed in a spiritual and artistic new age
· They spoke against slavery and believed in racial and sexual equality
· There was a belief in ‘a universal humanity’
· Opposition to the tyranny and the corruption of institutions

	1757–1782
	1783–1799
	1800–1827

	William Blake’s life
	
	

	· Blake was born in London
· Educated at home by his  mother
· At 14 years old was apprenticed for seven years to an engraver and printmaker
· The Bible was an early influence on his life
· 1782 married a poor, illiterate girl, Catherine Boucher
	· First book of poems appeared in 1783
· He taught his wife to read and write and to do engraving
· 1778 began to experiment with relief etching and illuminated painting
· 1779 became a student at the Royal Academy of Art
· 1794 wrote Songs of Experience 

	· Continued writing poetry, including the famous work ‘Jerusalem’, a popular hymn
· He rejected the restrictions of the Old Testament God 
· He saw the teachings of the New Testament God (Jesus) as a positive influence
· Died in 1827 and was buried in London.


