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Rubric 
Through the study of this module, English for Exploring the Past, students will develop an understanding of the ways different media are used in conjunction with language to present life and events from different time periods. They will develop critical skills in reading, listening, viewing, writing and representing through the creation of a text of their own which explores a significant social aspect or personality from history. They will develop awareness of the strengths and limitations of various media and modes of representing the past while refining their skills in collaborative learning through the development, planning and actualisation of a group project.
Students will have the opportunity to experience, engage with and critique texts that, through the use of their media-specific features and language, aim to represent time periods, cultures, ways of living and personalities that the students may be unfamiliar with. Texts may include documentaries, docu-dramas, archival footage, websites from historical societies or organisations, museum publications, history textbooks, oral histories, and posters and other visual media. Literary texts may include novels, poetry, artworks, song lyrics, diary entries, and letters. Visits to War Memorials, historical locations or visits from individuals involved in, or expert in, historical events would be beneficial.
Through engaging with a variety of texts in a variety of media, students will extend their skills in appreciating the ways in which factual information can be presented, and develop the capacity to evaluate and form opinions on the actions of individuals and their societies from times past.

Key concepts
How the media influence and inform opinion, including elements of bias, inclusion and exclusion, and how history can often represent a limited focus on the experiences of people who lived in the past.
How different media possess differing strengths and limitations when it comes to representing the past.

How choice of language and mode impact upon a responder’s appreciation and understanding of an historical event or personality.
Assessment
Working in groups, Students will devise and create their own media text (e.g. website, documentary, docu-drama, podcast, animation, etc) which presents factual information relating to an historical period, aspect of society, or personality of their choice. Students will present their completed project to an audience.
After the finished work is viewed, the students will engage in a viva voce where they will answer questions relating to the creation of their project. These questions will be given attached to the assessment task. Each group of students should also expect to answer questions without notice from their teacher or their classmates. 
Syllabus outcomes 
Preliminary
P1.1 has experience of extended and short texts in a range of forms to gain knowledge, understanding and appreciation of how English is used to convey meaning.

P1.2 explores the ideas and values of the texts.

P1.3 identifies how language and other techniques are used to convey meaning in extended and short texts in a range of forms.
P2.1 comprehends written, spoken and multi-modal texts at an appropriate level to enrich their personal lives and to provide a sound basis for current and future education, careers and citizenship.

P3.1 recognises a range of purposes for and contexts in which language is used and the appropriate text forms, vocabulary, style and tone when writing and speaking for those purposes. 

P3.2 recognises a range of audiences and the appropriate text forms, vocabulary, style and tone when writing and speaking for those audiences.
P4.1 plans and organises, with teacher support, to complete tasks or projects, both individually and collaboratively

 P4.2 works effectively, both as an individual and within a group, to locate and communicate information and ideas related to a variety of topics.
HSC
H1.1 analyses extended and short texts in a range of forms to gain knowledge, understanding and appreciation of how English is used to convey meaning.

H1.2 explains the ideas and values of the texts.

H1.3 explains how language and other techniques are used to convey meaning in extended and short texts in a range of forms.
H2.1 comprehends written, spoken and multi-modal texts at an appropriate level to enrich their personal lives and to provide a sound basis for current and future education, careers and citizenship.

H3.1 recognises a range of purposes for and contexts in which language is used and selects appropriate text forms, vocabulary, style and tone when writing for these audiences.

H3.2 recognises a range of audiences and selects appropriate text forms, vocabulary, style and tone when writing and speaking for these purposes.
H4.1 plans and organises to complete tasks or projects, both individually and collaboratively.
H4.2 works effectively, both as an individual and within a group, to research, select, organise and communicate information and ideas related to a variety of topics.

Rationale for approach used in this teaching program
The main outcome for this unit of work is for students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the key concepts through the creation of a text which explores and explains issues relating to an historical period, social aspect or personality.
This type of learning activity is highly student-centred and focuses on the higher-order aspects of Bloom’s Taxonomy, while engaging students in the QTF dimensions of significance, connectedness, deep knowledge, deep understanding and student direction. 
Scope and sequence

	Week
	Teaching and learning

	1
	Topic: Introduction
Resources: Textbooks, websites, articles, war poetry
Concepts: 
· What is history and why is it important? 
· How language shapes meaning – Primary and Secondary sources, bias, prejudice, objectivity, subjectivity.

	2/3
	Topic: The Documentary
Resources: 
Concepts: 
· Identify key features and explore their effectiveness

	4/5
	Topic: The docu-drama/popular history
Resources: The Worst Jobs in History, The Other Boleyn Girl, Gallipoli, Downfall etc 
Concepts: 
· Identify key features and explore their effectiveness. Compare/contrast to documentary – which is more effective? Why?

	6
	Topic: Websites
Resources: Websites for: British Museum, Australian War Memorial, Richard III Society, Building the Pyramids (Cheops site – see resources page) etc
Concepts: 
· Identify key features of multi-modal texts and explore how these help to communicate meaning.

	7
	Topic: Parodying the Past/historiography
Resources: Black Adder, parody historical websites
Concepts: 
· Appropriation, scripting/text, bias, manipulation of facts

	8
	Working on Project

	9
	Working on Project

	10
	Working on Project and Assessment.


Week 1: Introduction
	Syllabus content
	Quality Teaching
	Learning and teaching activities
	Evidence of learning

	P1.2/H1.2
P3.1/H3.1

P2.1/H2.1

P1.3/H1.3

	Background Knowledge
Cultural Knowledge

Substantive Communication

Narrative

Metalanguage
	· Hand out Resource 2: Background knowledge and ideas. Students to complete individually before a group discussion on the topic of ‘What is history and why is it important?’ followed by a discussion on ‘How do we know about history and is our knowledge accurate?’
· View a range of historical materials such as History textbooks, war poetry, articles, letters, websites, etc, to explore how history is represented. These will be viewed in the context of the two focus topics above. 
· Features to look at in the texts: multimodality, objectivity/subjectivity, primary and secondary sources. 
· Introduce and use Resource 1: Analysis template to explore and evaluate key features of the texts.

· 20-minute opinion writing task at week’s end: “What media of representing history do you think are most effective so far? Why?”

	· Class discussion
· Responses to focus questions (oral and written)

· Identification of some of the features of texts and the beginnings of commentaries of their effectiveness

· Growing familiarity with and use of analysis template and related terminology
· End of week written task


Weeks 2 and 3: Introduction to documentary film making
	Syllabus content
	Quality Teaching
	Learning and teaching activities
	Evidence of learning

	P1.1/H1.1
P1.2/H1.2

P1.3/H1.3

P2.1/H2.1

P4.2/H4.2

	Deep Knowledge
Narrative
	· Introduce the documentary text type. Brainstorm/mind-mapping students’ knowledge of documentaries. Explore expectations of subjectivity/objectivity in documentaries. Discussion of any historical documentaries they are aware of.
· View at least two historical documentaries.

· Use Resource 1: Analysis template to identify and evaluate the key features of the documentary. 
· Review and analyse important scenes – create a storyboard for one scene to model in preparation for assessment.

	· Identification of subjective and objective content in documentaries
· Developing background knowledge of the focus historical periods and issues

· Developing knowledge and understanding of the technical features of a documentary through use of the analysis template
· Written analysis of scene(s)

· Creation of a storyboard


Weeks 4 and 5: Docu-drama and popular history
	Syllabus content
	Quality Teaching
	Learning and teaching activities
	Evidence of learning

	P1.1/H1.1
P1.2/H1.2

P1.3/H1.3

P2.1/H2.1

P3.1/H3.1

P3.2/H3.2

P4.2/H4.2

	Knowledge Integration
Higher Order Thinking

High Expectations

Problematic Knowledge
	· View various examples of docu-drama and popular history, using Resource 1: Analysis template to identify features and explore effectiveness.
· Discussion: What is popular history? Why does this approach exist? Who is the target audience?
· Choose, script and briefly re-enact an event from history. 
· Compare-contrast task: students create a table to identify and rate strengths and limitations of both documentary and docu-drama/popular history text types, deciding which is most appropriate. Each student (or group of students) explains and justifies their preference.

	· Awareness of the differences in style and substance between a documentary and docu-drama supported by justification
· Awareness of the targeting of audiences and demographics as a component of production
· Creation of a workable script




Week 6: Time travel
	Syllabus content
	Quality Teaching
	Learning and teaching activities
	Evidence of learning

	P1.1/H1.1
P1.2/H1.2

P1.3/H1.3

P2.1/H2.1

P3.1/H3.1

P3.2/H3.2


	Engagement
Higher Order Thinking

Problematic/Deep Knowledge

Narrative
High Expectations
	· Students view and navigate a range of historical websites representing events, personalities, institutions/associations, focusing on how the unique features of websites are used to effectively communicate meaning. 
· Students choose an event or personality from the list: Princes in the Tower; JFK Assassination; the Moon Landing; the Armenian Genocide; the Chinese Invasion of Tibet; Death of Marilyn Monroe; Death of Napoleon, etc, and explore the differing perspectives represented in the websites with regard to bias and subjectivity and objectivity. Students will take notes on the key points of difference concerning the topic between two websites. Students look at how evidence is used to establish, frame and justify an argument from two differing sides. 

· Students write a letter as an historical figure to modern historians, explaining their objection to the way their actions are viewed in modern times.

	· Identification and analysis of the features of websites in terms of communication of information

· Identification of key differences of perspective on an historical event, and use of evidence to support this

· Composition of a letter demonstrating knowledge of an historical character in the appropriate text type using language of persuasion and evidence to support their claims 


Week 7: Parody
	Syllabus content
	Quality Teaching
	Learning and teaching activities
	Evidence of learning

	P1.1/H1.1
P1.2/H1.2

P1.3/H1.3

P2.1/H2.1

P3.1/H3.1

P3.2/H3.2

P4.2/H4.2

	Deep Knowledge
Knowledge Integration

Narrative

Engagement


	· Provide students with a definition of parody and students will provide examples. 

· Students view historical parody such as Black Adder or episodes of The Simpsons and use Resource 1: Analysis template to analyse key strategies and features from both an historical and parody perspective.
· Students explore how historical facts and events (including conspiracy theories and controversies from last week) are parodied in popular media.
· Focus Points: How are facts manipulated for comic purposes? Use of hyperbole and caricature. Disregard of accuracy in favour of entertainment.
·  Working in pairs, students will pitch an idea comprising four or five key points for a parody based on an historical event or personality. 

	· Evidence of prior learning about parody and its features
· Application of prior knowledge onto a new text using the analysis template

· Demonstrated knowledge of how conspiracy and controversy can differ from ‘accepted’ history

· Identification of techniques of manipulation of fact to create comedy focusing on elements of comedy

· Evaluation of how some historical events lend themselves to parody 


Week 8: Making decisions
	Syllabus content
	Quality Teaching
	Learning and teaching activities
	Evidence of learning

	P1.2/H1.2
P3.1/H3.1

P3.2/H3.2

P4.2/H4.1

P4.2/H4.2

	Deep Understanding
Deep Knowledge

Student Direction

Student Self-Regulation

Narrative

Knowledge Integration

Inclusivity
	· Students choose groups to work in.
· Groups decide on historical topic and medium of production.

· Students will research topic and decide on focus and begin to prepare their text.

· Ongoing: individual students will keep notes on each of the focus questions in preparation for the viva voce at the end. (10 minutes’ reflection time at the end of each session.)

By the end of Week 8:

· All groups formed.

· All topics chosen and research undertaken.

· Some consideration given into how the finished product will be presented.

· Storyboarding and design started.

· All students’ reflection process under way.

	· Groups have decided on the topic and text type of their project
· Storyboarding/design process under way

· Reflection journal started


Week 9: Working on
	Syllabus content
	Quality Teaching
	Learning and teaching activities
	Evidence of learning

	P1.2/H1.2

P3.1/H3.1

P3.2/H3.2

P4.2/H4.1

P4.2/H4.2

	Deep Understanding

Deep Knowledge

Student Direction

Student Self-Regulation

Narrative

Knowledge Integration

Inclusivity
	· Research should be finished.
· Storyboarding/design should be complete.
· Production of text should have begun.

· Continue writing their reflection.
By the end of Week 9:

· All texts should be in production.
· Evaluation/reflection process continues.

	· Reflection process continues
· Application of knowledge to the practical process to create finished product


Week 10: Assessment
	Syllabus content
	Quality Teaching
	Learning and teaching activities
	Evidence of learning

	P1.2/H1.2

P3.1/H3.1

P3.2/H3.2

P4.2/H4.1

P4.2/H4.2

	Deep Understanding

Deep Knowledge

Student Direction

Student Self-Regulation

Narrative

Knowledge Integration

Inclusivity
	· Final production/editing of text.
· Presentation of text.

· Viva Voce.

	· Presentation of product
· Articulation of knowledge through Viva Voce


Suggested resources
Background and knowledge quiz (included)
Analysis template (included)

Storyboard template (included)

Documentaries:
First Australians





Long Way to the Top





The Civil War (Ken Burns)

Seduction of a Nation

Monarchy (David Starkey)
Seven Wonders of the Industrial World

Docu-drama/popular history:

Churchill’s Bodyguard

Downfall

History of Scotland
Time Team (TV Series)

Who killed Dr Bogle and Mrs Chandler?
Worst Jobs in History

Websites:

www.screenaustralia.gov.au
www.cheops-pyramide.ch/pyramid-building.html
British Museum
Australian War Memorial

Richard III society

Parody:

Black Adder

The Simpsons

Resource 1: Analysis template
Text title: __________________________________ Text type: ___________________________ Target audience: __________________________
	
	Visual Techniques and

How these Shape Meaning
	Language Techniques and

How these Shape Meaning
	Technical Techniques and

How these Shape Meaning
	Structure/Layout and 

How this Shapes Meaning

	Example 1
	
	
	
	

	Example 2
	
	
	
	

	Example 3
	
	
	
	


Storyboard template
	Shot:
	
	Shot:
	
	Shot:

	
	
	
	
	

	Duration: 

Angle:

Audio:

Effects:

Transition:


	
	Duration:

Angle:

Audio:

Effects:

Transition:
	
	Duration:

Angle:

Audio:

Effects:

Transition:

	Notes:


	
	Notes:
	
	Notes:


Resource 2: Background knowledge and ideas

Answer the following questions individually then we will discuss them as a group.
1. What you understand by the term ‘history?’

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why do you think it is important to know about the past?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. List five famous people from history? Why are they famous? How do you know about them?

a. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Describe an historical period you know about. What information about this period interests you?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Name a place of historical interest that you have visited (a country, a specific site, museum etc.) Describe what you saw there.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Can you think of any current events which have a link to history?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Briefly describe an event which is of historical importance to you own cultural background. How do you know about this?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.  What resources would you use if you wanted to learn about an event from history? List four different resources.

a. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. How close do you think history is to the truth? What factors might influence the truthfulness of history?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Is there a time in history, or a character, that you would be interested in knowing more about? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Assessment Task
Date issued:




Date due:

Total marks:




Weighting:

Text = 80%, Viva Voce= 20%

Outcomes:

P1.2 explores the ideas and values of the texts
P3.1 recognises a range of purposes for and contexts in which language is used and the appropriate text forms, vocabulary, style and tone when writing and speaking for those purposes 

P3.2 recognises a range of audiences and the appropriate text forms, vocabulary, style and tone when writing and speaking for those audiences
P4.1 plans and organises, with teacher support, to complete tasks or projects, both individually and collaboratively

P4.2 works effectively, both as an individual and within a group, to locate and communicate information and ideas related to a variety of topics
You will be marked on how well you:

· Represent a particular period, social aspect or personality from history

· Demonstrate knowledge of the features of your chosen media through the creation of an effective text

· Produce a text in a manner appropriate to audience, purpose and context

· Justify your decisions and process through a viva voce

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question: You are to prepare a text which explores a particular time or event in history.

Process:

1. You are to choose an historical period that is of interest to your group.

2. Within this historical period, you should choose a topic or issue to represent (such as daily life, the law, a famous person/battle/place, etc).
3. Choose a media through which you will create your representation – documentary, docu-drama, podcast, website, animation, etc.
4. Research your topic, determine your focus. 

5. Draft/storyboard/prepare your project. The completed project will be viewed by your teacher and the rest of the class.

After the Presentation:

Your group will answer questions about the creation of your text in viva voce style. Each group member must participate in this presentation. You will have between 5 and 10 minutes to respond. It is expected that you will have detailed answers to the questions below, and you may also be asked additional questions from your teacher or from the audience.

 Your oral responses will focus on the following questions:

1. Why did you choose the particular time period that you decided to focus on? What is it about this time that interests you?

2. What process did you go through to decide which media you would use to create your text?

3. What were the strengths of your group work?

4. What would you do differently in your group if you were able?

5. Did the finished product meet your expectations?

a. What are the best features of your text?

b. Is there anything you are unhappy with about it?

6. What have you learned about the strengths or limitations of the medium you worked in?

Marking Criteria

Viva Voce

	The group
	Marks

	Justifies its decisions and process with relevance and insight

Demonstrates the effective contributions of all members
	9-10

	Justifies its decisions and process with competence

Demonstrates the competent contributions of all members
	7-8

	Justifies its decisions and process
Demonstrates the contributions of members
	5-6

	Attempts to justify its decisions and process
Demonstrates contributions by some members
	3-4

	Does not justify its decisions and process

Demonstrates limited contributions by some members
	1-2


Marker’s comment: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Marking Criteria

Viva Voce

	The project text
	Marks

	•Highly effectively represents a particular period, social aspect or personality from history

•Demonstrates deep and substantial knowledge of the features of the chosen medium
•Is produced in a highly effective manner appropriate to audience, purpose and context
	21-25

	•Competently represents a particular period, social aspect or personality from history

•Demonstrates strong knowledge of the features of the chosen medium
•Is produced in an effective manner appropriate to audience, purpose and context
	16-20

	•Soundly represents a particular period, social aspect or personality from history

•Demonstrates competent knowledge of the features of the chosen medium
•Is produced in a competent manner appropriate to audience, purpose and context
	11-15

	•Attempts to represent a particular period, social aspect or personality from history

•Demonstrates some knowledge of the features of the chosen medium
•Is produced in a manner appropriate to audience, purpose and context
	6-10

	•Represents a limited view of a particular period, social aspect or personality from history

•Demonstrates elementary knowledge of the features of the chosen medium
•Shows limited awareness of audience, purpose and context
	1-5


Marker’s comment: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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