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Teaching notes
This resource, Laptop wrap: Putting speech marks in their place, is designed to support the Digital Education Revolution – NSW (DER-NSW) program. The resources and tasks are aimed at supporting student use of the DER-NSW laptops in both online and offline classroom environments.

If you have difficulty viewing this resource on the DER-NSW laptop screens you can switch your web browser to full screen mode. With your web browser open, press F11 to switch between normal and full screen mode.

For more detailed support on how to use the DER-NSW laptop software referred to in this resource please visit the TaLe Tools+ site. If you have a Department of Education and Training portal identity go to http://www.tale.edu.au > log in to the Secondary section > Tools+ is a link in the top right of the page. If not, visit the Parents & community section of TaLe and choose the quick link to DER-NSW laptop resources on the right side of the page. 

This resource is part of a series on punctuation designed to support students in Stage 5 English. Together these resources can help students to prepare for their NAPLAN literacy tests. 

Students look at a Captivate interactive task to learn how to punctuate direct speech, quotes within quotes and titles of books, poems and films. Students can move onto the next slide by clicking the forward arrow at the bottom of the Captivate slide. When students have completed this activity, they will know how to use speech marks and associated punctuation accurately in their writing. It is important that students know how to embed direct speech in a narrative. They should also know it is important not to overuse direct speech in their writing. 
Explore 
Students explore some examples of direct and indirect speech from http://lrr.dlr.det.nsw.edu.au/Web/shortstories/index.htmThe Necklace: an interactive task that highlights direct and indirect speech. Taken from The Necklace, page 3 Analyse. 
They also explore an excerpt from the short story Mr Walker that shows some direct speech from the story rewritten in indirect speech. They can consider the impact that both versions have on the reader. 
Your tasks

Students can click on either the icons or the hyperlinked text to view each task in a pop-up window. 

Task 1—In the Captivate interactive task, students choose which sentence is punctuated correctly. Students can move onto the next slide by clicking the forward arrow at the bottom of the Captivate slide. If students need more information, there is also a link to a website with interactive activities on using direct speech and a website with exercises on using speech marks.
To consolidate their understanding of how to punctuate using speech marks, students can create a quiz using Adobe Captivate. When they have completed and published it, check it for accuracy. If they need to edit, they will need to use the version where they created the quiz and then republish it. Once it is ready, they can share it with their fellow students.
Task 2—Students collaborate with a classmate in OneNote by taking turns to add to a written conversation using direct speech. When this is complete, they submit it via email, or USB drive.
Task 3—Students learn how to use direct speech effectively by editing a text to reduce the amount of direct speech in a narrative. They post their work to the class blog and can then compare their version of the text to their classmates’ versions.
You will have to set up a class blog before the students can start blogging. A great place to set up a class blog is through Edublogs, http://edublogs.org/ This site also contains various video tutorials to guide you through setting up a blog. Another blogging site is www.edmodo.com/  which  is a free microblogging site for education.

For more information on blogging visit the TaLe Tools+ blogging section.
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