Direct and Indirect speech

Speech marks, which are also called inverted commas or quotation marks, are used to indicate direct
speech - the exact words spoken by the speaker. Here is an example from the short story, Mr
Walker. Notice what the words tell you about the speakers and how they bring life to the story.

04, il cou shud wp stlley old fool’
Ws MI‘I?:MA final ;?1’:;&&}{% e
M Ane same stand Suster Cary ernpted
W st has he had s .sl'thmﬂ pills”’

Indirect speech

Here is the same text in indirect speech where the words are reported. Speech marks are not
required because the exact words are not used.

Compare the two versions. Which of the two versions has the most impact? Find two more examples
of direct speech in the story Mr Walker, spoken by different characters. Choose two of these and
write them as indirect speech.

Thrs TeDorald called mim a 51”,‘3, old fool
arnd shonded af mim fo shud wp. At the
sant nstand Yster Cary tmffcdy Mk.fﬁﬂ
1f he had had s ﬂtt{:{ﬁj P Ils
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