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Direct and Indirect speech 

Speech marks, which are also called inverted commas or quotation marks, are used to indicate direct 
speech - the exact words spoken by the speaker. Here is an example from the short story, Mr 
Walker. Notice what the words tell you about the speakers and how they bring life to the story. 

 

Indirect speech 

Here is the same text in indirect speech where the words are reported. Speech marks are not 
required because the exact words are not used. 

Compare the two versions. Which of the two versions has the most impact? Find two more examples 
of direct speech in the story Mr Walker, spoken by different characters. Choose two of these and 
write them as indirect speech. 
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