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[bookmark: _GoBack]What is annotating?
Annotating is a verb that means you are labelling a text with notes, to ‘annotate’ is to physically mark a text with these ‘annotations’.
Overall it is the physically marking of a text that you are reading (novel, poem, essay, and so on) in order to critically comment on what is being said, explain certain aspects or highlight elements that you find interesting.
Why are annotations used?
To give definitions to difficult and unfamiliar words or slang.
To give background information, especially explaining customs, traditions, and ways of living that may be unfamiliar to the reader.
To help explain what is going on in the text.
To make connections to other texts or other parts of the text. Feel free to use direct quotes from the book.
To point out the use of literary techniques and how they add meaning to the text.
Can use humour (or other styles that might be quite different from the main text).
To reveal that the writer of these annotations knows his or her reader well.
To help give a visual representation when needed – usually through a picture.
To rewrite, paraphrase, or summarise a particularly difficult passage.
To make meaningful connections to your own life experiences.
To offer an analysis or interpretation of what is happening in the text.
To write short summaries in the margin.
To show how the texts link to broader ideas or other texts.
How do you annotate?
You can choose any of the following ways to annotate your text, however usually using multiple forms of annotations is best.
Physically highlighting words or phrases
Drawing arrows out into the margins
Circling certain words, phrases or ideas
Colour coding, and so on
As you work with your text, consider all of the ways that you can further connect with what you are reading, and attempt to annotate it with the tips listed above.
Let’s have a look at some extracts of our texts to practice.
‘Took the Children Away’, Archie Roach
[image: ]
Interview with Lance ‘Buddy’ Franklin, The Daily Telegraph
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‘Lance Franklin opens up about his family upbringing and life as an indigenous AFL player’, The Daily Telegraph
Task
You are to now annotate the remainder of ‘Took the Children Away’ and Buddy Franklin’s interview, and then answer the following questions.
Archie Roach’s ‘Took the Children Away’
What is the significance of repeating the phrase ‘took the children away’?
How does the audience know that this particular song conveys Archie Roach’s perspective on the Stolen Generation?
Why do you think Archie conveyed his history through the use of song lyrics? Do you think this was an effective text to communicate his story through? Why or why not?
Is there any bias associated with this song? Why or why not?
Why is it important to have an indigenous perspective of a historical event such as the Stolen Generation?
The Daily Telegraph interview
1. How does Buddy ‘literally’ convey his personal history on his body? Why do you think this might be?
The article indicates that the identity of an individual can be assumed in multiple ways, however sometimes it must be ‘discovered and explored’ despite the initial colour of one’s skin or their accent. What do you think Richard Hinds meant by this?
Richard Hind and Buddy both constantly return back to the idea of support being a foundation in helping to shape the personal history of an individual. List the instances that are mentioned in the article and explain how you think they have impacted on the individual’s personal history.
Why do you think some individuals, like Buddy, find it difficult to communicate about certain aspects of their past?
Do you think that this article was effective in communicating Buddy’s personal history? Why or why not?
Final questions
1. To what extent has Australia’s attitude towards Indigenous Australians changed over time? Use supporting evidence from both texts.
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Past experiences
based on his
identity

“There was difficult times at school being the only
[<—indigenous kid there,” says Franklin. “But | had my family

for support and | had my four sisters, | was the baby boy.

Byt{ think there are a lot of challenges growing up.”

Asked what those challenges were, Franklin’s voice ——>1
suddenly breaks.

Positive

Emotional
history that
is difficult
to discuss.

“Id rather you not ask,” he says quietly.

Clearly there is a part of Franklin’s story that he is_not
ready to share.

But whatever pains Franklin, as he talks about how his
exceptional ability with a football took him from rural
Western Australia to Melbourne to Sydney, he considers
himself fortunate.

Aspects of his
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Vivid imagery. ‘Snatched’
has a negative connotation.

Songwriters: Archibald William Roach

This story's right, this story's
1 would not tell lies to you

Like the promises they did not
And how they fenced us in like .

Said to us come take our

Sent us off to mission

Taught us to read, to writé\and
Then they took the children
Took the children

The children A

Snatched from their mother's
Said this is for the

Took them Y.

Took the Children Away lyrics © O/B/O Apra Amcos

Indicates that
this song is

based on real
events/facts.

Rhyme

Missions were places
that Indigenous
children had to learn
to be ‘white’.





