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Letters to the Author
A letter to the author is exactly that, a letter written by an individual to the author of a novel, a short story, a graphic novel…the list is endless.
Usually it is a short and personal letter that informs the author of how their text impacted the reader’s life (usually in a positive way. 
Features
Use of the first person; using the word ‘I’ or ‘we’
Emotive and descriptive language that captures the details of a situation
Reference to personal thoughts and memories
Conventions
Formal address – “Dear...”
First paragraph – should briefly explain who you are and why you are writing
Next few paragraphs – should specifically explain how your understanding has been developed/shaped/impacted by their text
Last paragraph – should thank the author for reading the letter
Sign off 
	2		The Way We Were – Resource 23
© NSW Department of Education, April 2018		1
Task
Your task is to write a letter to either Archie Roach or Na Liu Andres Vera Martinez explaining how their text has impacted your understanding of the concept of ‘the way you were’.
Ensure that your letter is specific, personal and clearly explains how your understanding of personal history, community history and global history is shaped by significant events and people. 
Brainstorm
Archie Roach
	Personal History
	Community History
	Global History

	
	
	


Na Liu Andres Vera Martinez
	Personal History
	Community History
	Global History
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