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Section 1
Highlight or circle the correct response.
Which is more descriptive?
Rose felt nervous as she stepped onto the bus.
Rose felt her pulse thumping in her ear as she slowly stepped onto the yellow school bus.
Which quote has a more aggressive tone?
“We won’t stand for this abuse of our rights anymore!”
“We would like to have equal treatment under the eyes of the law.”
Which shows better characterisation?
Prime Minister Paul Keating always had a quick insult ready for anyone who challenged him.
Paul Keating served as Prime Minister from 1991 to 1996.
Which shows a better sense of setting?
The Spartans led the Greeks in furious battle against the invading Persians at Thermopylae.
The two armies met each other on the wide coastal plains under the shadow of the mountains and the raging sea to their south.
Which demonstrates a narrative with a beginning, middle, and end?
President JFK was known as a bit of a ‘ladies man’, loved to eat soup for lunch, and enjoyed poetry.
JFK served in WW2 before becoming President and later had his life cut short by an assassin.
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Section 2
Label each statement as either (F)act or (O)pinion.
	Statement
	Fact or opinion?

	The Titanic was a passenger ship. It sank after it hit an iceberg.
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	Captain Cook landed in Australia in 1770.
	     

	Prime Minister Paul Keating is a very funny guy.
	     

	The Titanic sank due to poor judgement from the captain.
	     

	President Barack Obama was the best American President in years.
	     

	There are many different tribes of Aboriginal people in Australia.
	     

	The Japanese Emperor during WWII was innocent and should not be blamed for anything bad that happened in his time.
	     

	The Great Wall of China is more than 8,000km long.
	     



Section 3
Read the following text from ‘the future’ and respond to the question below.
When humans first travelled to the planet Mars there was a question of whether or not we should be wasting money on such an expensive journey. It took a ridiculously long time to travel there and when the astronauts arrived there was very little for them to actually see – just a whole bunch of red rocks and dirt.
So it surprises me when I now hear about the World Government throwing money away on the idea of building cities on Mars for people in live in. Who on Earth would want to go on live on that empty rock? Shouldn’t we be trying to fix problems here on Earth? It just feels like we’re not being very responsible.
Besides, what gives us the right to go to a whole other planet and just take it over?

1. How does the writer of the above piece of text attempt to persuade the reader? Explain three examples.
	Identify the technique/method
	Explain how why it works
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1. What’s your opinion on the matter? Should humans start living on Mars? Give reasons to support your opinion.
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