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Researching online can be tricky. The first step to working out if a piece of writing is ‘trustworthy’ or ‘reliable’ is to figure out how much of it is fact and how much of it is opinion.
Facts are statements that are said to be either true or false.
An opinion is something that can’t be proven either way, and represents the author’s personal feelings on the matter.
Another thing to take into account is the context of the writing.
Context refers to who created the text, why they created it, where it was created, and when it was created.
Everything has a context.
If you say, “I really hate this” and you happen to be laughing while getting an award, then the context lets everyone know that what you are saying is a reflection of your embarrassment at being singled out.
If you shouted, “I really hate this” in an angry manner while sitting with your grandparents for Sunday lunch, then the context lets everyone know that you’re not exactly in a good mood (and that maybe you’re not very nice to your grandparents either!)
Same words, different contexts.
Have a turn at working out the nature of each of these examples:
	Examples
	Fact or opinion?
	How does the context affect your impression?

	“There is no better country in which to live than Australia.” (Tony Abbott, former Prime Minister of Australia, 2016)
	[bookmark: Text1]     
	     

	“China is close enough for our troops to attack it.” (General Matsuo, Japanese Army Commander, World War II, 1937)
	     
	     

	“Indigenous people have occupied Australia for at least 60,000 years.” (The Australian Museum, website, 2017)
	     
	     

	“The right thing to do is to stop people from building their houses wherever they want.” (Henrietta Abrams, NSW Parks Ranger, 1935)
	     
	     

	“The American dream belongs to all of us.” (Jack Todd, successful American Business Owner, 1987)
	     
	     

	“The American dream belongs to all of us.” (Frederick Garner, African-American slave, 1852)
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