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Teaching notes

How to use this resource
This resource, Laptop wrap: Urban Growth and Decline, is designed to support the Digital Education Revolution – NSW (DER-NSW) program. The resources and tasks are aimed at supporting student use of the DER-NSW laptops in both online and offline classroom environments.

If you have difficulty viewing this resource on the DER-NSW laptop screens you can switch your web browser to full screen mode. With your web browser open, press F11 to switch between normal and full screen mode.

The purpose of this laptop wrap is to get students to investigate issues around urban growth and decline in Australia and the planning and decision-making processes around urban planning. Central to the resource is a case study of urban change in Pyrmont in Sydney.

Explore  

Students work through a slideshow – Issues in urban environments. Much of this information was drawn from Distance Education materials on Urban Dynamics.
Your tasks 
Task 1 – Processes in urban environments

The first task requires students to view a multi-media photo story to introduce the issues and results of urban change in Pyrmont, Sydney. This suburb is a popular study for urban growth and decline and the ‘drag and drop’ task provides students with an interactive way to check their understanding.
Task 2 – Decision-making flowchart

The second task utilises Microsoft Words drawing tools to construct a flowchart. Student could also use Dia, a diagramming tool on the DER-NSW laptops. The task helps students understand the complexity of decision-making processes and the roles of stakeholders involved. Students can then save their flowchart documents and share it with the class. For further use, students can then annotate and explain the process in depth.

Task 3 – Create a podcast

The third task requires students to put their knowledge into practice by imagining they are attending a community meeting and expressing concerns about urban management issues. Emphasise to students that they need to convey a point appropriately (as some community forums can become quite heated) and that they should support their statements with evidence. 
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