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Science @ the lakes





Text version of virtual dip netting
Macroinvertebrates are a good indicator of a healthy environment because they reflect the conditions over a period of time. If you just take measurements of the chemical properties of water this only tells you what the conditions are like over the time you are testing. The macroinvertebrates do not move around very much and have to survive the conditions overnight and from week to week. 
In this activity there are two virtual lakes. Your task is to catch the organisms in each lake, identify them using a key and then work out the pollution index for each lake.
Lake one has 13 macroinvertebrates. They are a stonefly larva, mayfly larva, caddisfly larva, water mite, freshwater shrimp, dragonfly larva. beetle larva, water boatman, worm, mosquito larva, freshwater snail, damselfly larva, water scorpion. Lake two has five macroinvertebrates. They are water boatman, worm, mosquito larva, freshwater snail and water scorpion.

The total pollution index for Lake one is 63. This shows the water quality is good. The total for Lake two is 11 which shows that the water quality is low.

